BIRGIT STUTZ, shown
here with Belle, was a
key member of the
rescue team. A horse
trainer, riding coach
and journalist, she
lives on Falling Star
Ranch near McBride
in northeastern
British Columbia.

LAWRENCE SCANLAN,
based in Kingston,
Ontario, was the
ghostwriter behind
Monty Roberts” New
York Times bestseller,
The Man Who Listens
to Horses, and the

author of nine books
about horses, including The Horse God Built: The Untold
Story of Secretariat, the World's Greatest Raceborse. His
most recent book is A Year of Living Generously.

. Collins
An Imprint of HarperCollinsPublishers
www.harpercollins.com

COVER PHOTOS: BELLE (LEFT) KiM GILBEAU; SUNDANCE
(RIGHT) CATIE WARD; BACK COVER BIRGIT STUTZ

AUTHOR PHOTOS: MARC LAVIGNE (FOR BIRGIT STUTZ);
BERNARD CLARK (FOR LAWRENCE SCANLAN)

Rescue mech 02.indd 1

BIRGIT “This tale of the abandonment and subsequent rescue of
STUTZ two packhorses will have you alternately cursing and cheering. . ..

I love this book. Keep a hanky close by!”

“A great story of generosity and determination on the part of many caring SARA GRUEN, AUTHOR OF Water for Elepbants AND Ape House

people. Although T knew that the end result was going to be positive, I

BIRGIT STUTZ witH LAWRENCE SCANLAN

still wanted to turn the pages as quickly as possible to find out how the

rescue was going to happen. What a good read!”

MONTY ROBERTS, AUTHOR OF The Man Who Listens to Horses

THE RESCUE OF

ELLE and
UNDANCE

A MIRACLE ON MOUNT RENSHAW

“An incredible story made all the more provocative because it is true. ...

A must read for anyone who cares about horses or is an advocate for the

wellbeing of animals.”

CHRIS IRWIN, AUTHOR OF Horses Don't Lie

AND Dancing With Your Dark Horse

“I have long been a proponent of teamwork—and this rescue is a classic
example of how it’s done. Beautifully executed, beautifully told.”

TAN MILLAR, TWO-TIME WORLD CUP SHOW jUMPING

CHAMPION AND CO-AUTHOR OF Riding High
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THE HEARTWARMING STORY OF TWO
STRANDED HORSES AND THE SMALL TOWN
DETERMINED TO SAVE THEM

On December 45, 2008, two snowmobilers discovered
a pair of abandoned horses atop B.C.’s Mount Renshaw
in the Canadian Rockies. Belle and Sundance were a
sorry sight—they were emaciated, shivering and trapped
in a small shelter they had made for themselves by
tramping down the six-foot-deep snow. The next
morning, a party of four from the nearby town of
McBride was sent back up the mountain with a bale
of hay, a handgun and a heartbreaking choice to make:
either feed Belle and Sundance, or shoot them.

The four agreed: there was an undeniable glimmer
in the eyes of Belle and Sundance, and the decision
was made to feed them. But saving the two horses
would require a lot more than hay. After weighing
their options, many people in McBride decided to
pull on their long johns and pitch in—they would dig,
by hand, the three-footwide, six-foot-deep, kilometre-
long trench that became Belle and Sundance’s tunnel
to freedom.

The Rescue of Belle and Sundance takes us up that
starkly beautiful but bitterly cold mountain to the
heart of the struggle to save two horses. In this first-
hand account, with its grim beginning and its glad
and joyful end, Stutz and Scanlan recreate the rescue
that sent a message of hope and compassion around
the world.
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